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Matthew 28:1-10
Sermon Notes
I.  Introduction:  What does Easter mean to you?


A.  Family Rituals?


B.  Cultural Observances?


C.  New Life Now and Forever?

II. Matthew 28:1-10

A.  Why were the women headed to the tomb?



1.  Women play an important role as mourners in the Middle East.



2.  Have you noticed the role of women in the television coverage of 


funerals in the bloody Middle East?


B.  What difference does the Sabbath make?



1.  The peopled rushed to prepare Jesus’ body.



2. Spices and wrappings were applied the night before.


C.  What were the expectations of the women?



1.  They were expected to “sit shiva”.



2.   Instead of sitting, what happened to them?




a.  Earthquake




b.  Encounter with an angel




c.  Guards trembling




d.  Given the message, “He is not here!”

III.   Evaluating the Slogan  WWJD?


A.  In this slogan, Jesus is in the past tense.   

B.  We might improve the slogan by asking, “What Is Jesus Doing?”


C.  Easter proclaims that Jesus was not just raised 2,000 years ago, but today!

IV.   Conclusion:  What is Jesus Doing?
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Matthew 28:1-10
Study Guide

Monday

Please read this week’s theme verse Matthew 28:1-10.  Be honest as you ask yourself the question, “What does Easter mean to me?”  If we were honest, many of us would say answer, “new clothes, lots of chocolate, and a big family meal.”   Given your level of faith, what does Easter mean to you?

Tuesday

Reflect on this week’s theme verse again.   Sometimes people assume that people in the Bible were somehow more faithful than we are today.  In some instances, this may be a correct assumption.  However, reflect on how neutral the women seem to be as they approach the tomb in Matthew 28:1-10.  We do not read that Mary (Jesus’ mother) and the other Mary (Mary Magdalene) came to the tomb expecting to meet a resurrected Jesus, only that they came to “see the sepulcher.”  None the less, the power of God was revealed to them.  If your faith is not strong, pray that God may renew your faith this spring.  
Wednesday

Christian pilgrims have visited the Garden Tomb in Israel for decades.  They have also visited another site archeologists claim may be the location of Jesus’ tomb.  No human remains have been found at either site, but belief in the resurrection ultimately comes down to faith.  Pray for faith today!  Pray that you may feel God’s resurrection power in your own life.

Thursday

If Christ is alive—as those of us who proclaim the resurrection say that He is—then how have you seen him at work lately?  Pray that you see Christ at work this week.   Take time to notice.  Write down your experience in a journal or tell someone close about it.

Friday

Read the theme verse one more time.  Ask that God grant you “resurrection faith”—or refresh your “resurrection faith”—today.  The Christian faith is not just history.  It is a faith whereby the risen Christ is with us each day as we try to live our lives.   Continue to look for Christ in your daily life.  Be open to what He might reveal to you in prayer, through Bible study, and as you attempt to serve him in the world.   
