Dead Man Walking

Ps. 130:1-6 

Ezekiel 37:1-4
John 11:1-4
I. 
 Intro:  The Movie and the Human Condition


A.  What, if anything, do you have in common with Tom Hanks and Sean 

Penn?

B.  The movie depicts people who are facing death in the criminal justice 
system.


C.  How many people do you know who live as if they were dead already? 

II. 
Spiritual Death Looks Like…

III. 
What Does The Psalmist Say?


A.  Without help and hope, he is in Sheol.


B.  This realization brings him to his knees before the Lord.


C.  Personal abyss gives way to the promise of Divine forgiveness.

D.  A mighty leap for someone living on the other side of Second Testament! 



a. He expected total restoration!

IV.  
Ezekiel’s Dry Bones

A. What does restoration look like?




1.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit.




2.  It calls us to renewed life.  
V.  
What About Martha and Mary?

A.  Jesus does not appear for a sympathy call.


B.  Instead, He comes as a deliverer and life-giver.  
VI.
What About You?

A.  Are you feeling flattened, limp, featureless, weighted down by despair, 
disappointments, and defeats?


B.  The wind is waiting.

C.  The oxegeon is attainable.


D.  The Holy Spirit awaits!
Monday


Please read all of the scripture passages for this week (located under the title on the sermon notes).  The Psalmist suggests that new life can come once one seeks forgiveness from God.  Ezekiel describes new life as coming from the Holy Spirit of God providing flesh for “dry bones.”  John tells of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead.  In your opinion, what is the common theme depicted in these passages?  

Tuesday


The scriptures for this week depict “deadness” in many ways.  The Psalmist depicts emotional deadness.  Ezekiel depicts the tragic death of an entire race while the Lazarus story describes physical death.  These are not meant to be restrictive; they are metaphors for us to reflect on our own “deadness.”  How are our neighbors, or we ourselves, “dead” today?          
Wednesday

Reflect today on Psalm 130 specifically.  The speaker cries out because he is without hope or help.  In his mind, he is in Sheol which was a pre-Christian notion regarding the afterlife.  In Sheol, one was thought to be in a perpetual state of numbness or limbo.  Notice, however, how the speaker receives new life due to the forgiveness of God.  Considering the fact that this passage is in the Old Testament, it is very much ahead of its time.  What do you need to be forgiven for?  Ask God for forgiveness as you pray this week.
Thursday

Read the passage from Ezekiel today.  The metaphor of the “dry bones” is potent.  Ezekiel looks out on an ancient field of battle where the Hebrews were defeated.  He looks over the bones of the fallen and hears the voice of God ask if they can live again.  Ezekiel’s answer, “Thou alone knowest” does not sound like a testimony of great faith.  Never the less, the vision continues with God making flesh to appear on the bones of these ancient warriors.  This may at first seem like the story line of a B rated horror movie, but it is really about God’s work of restoration.  Throughout the Bible we see stories like this where God brings new life.  Pray for new life.  Ask for God’s Spirit to blow across the United Methodist Church and Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church.  

Friday

Please read the passage from John today.  The story of Martha, Mary and Lazarus has many different meanings. In the context of the readings for this week, the resurrection of Lazarus is a reminder that Jesus really does have the power to raise people from the dead.  In the context of Lent, it is a foretaste of Jesus’ own resurrection.  For all of us, it is yet again a reminder of the new life that Jesus brings.    It is a reminder of the gift of new life that we may all receive.  God calls each of us to new life.  Aside from asking forgiveness from God, what responsibility do we have in living that new life each and every day?  
