Walk Like You Mean It
John 9:1-12

I.  
Introduction:  The Wussification of the Christian Church


A. What is a wuss?   

B. Wuss-like behavior within Christianity 


C. The Christian Church/ United Methodist Church has been about important 
work in the past.  How about today?  Are we still making waves?
II.
Today’s lesson reminds us that Jesus was about important things! 

A.  Jesus made a wave with the man born blind.


1.  Imagine the joy and the pain experienced by the man born blind as 

Jesus healed him.  


B.  Jesus made a wave with the Pharisees


1. First, by healing a man born blind, Jesus called into question the 

nice, safe assumption held by so many of us that sin and suffering go 

together.


2. Second, Jesus healed on the Sabbath.
III.          What would a program of “de-wussification” look like?
`
Simply stated, “Is what we are doing, worthy of Jesus’ death on the cross?”
IV. 
It's time for the church to put some points on the scoreboard of history!

A.  It is time to walk like we mean it, carrying the important work of the gospel 
into the world!

B.  Let's stop making splashes.  Let's start making waves as Christians!
Monday
Please read John 9:1-12.  This gospel story tells of Jesus' power – power to bring light to blind eyes and empty lives.  Blindness today is often understood to be a genetic anomaly or the result of an illness or injury.  In Jesus day, it was considered a curse.   The act of healing not only fixes the man’s eyes!  It was confronting people who treated the blind man as cursed.  The work that Jesus undertook was immense.  What does that tell you about God?

Tuesday  
Reflect on the passage again.  Consider once more the enormity of what Jesus was trying to do.  Not only was Jesus confronting the commonly held notion that blind people were cursed; he was confronting the idea that people shouldn’t help each other on the Sabbath.  Jewish law allowed for saving a drowning victim on the Sabbath, but if your neighbor came to you hungry you were not allowed to cook for him.  In the case of this story, the law prohibited healing on the Sabbath.  What point do you think Jesus was making?

Wednesday   
Clearly the work of Jesus and the early church was important and grand in scale.  To what extent are you personally willing to put your life and effort into this kind of work?  If Christianity is about this life transforming work, how can we as the church participate in it?  What can you do?

Thursday     
Read the passage again, please.  Consider the scale of what Jesus was doing here.  In India where touching the dead is still considered taboo, Mother Theresa went to India to comfort people in the last days of their lives.  How were her efforts in keeping with the scale and significance of Jesus mission?
Friday
Consider all that you have read this week.  Harry Hoosier was said to have been one of the best preachers in Methodism in the late 18th century.  No matter their background, rich or poor, slave or free, people came to hear Harry preach.  It was said that Harry could draw tears from the crowd simply by the way he said the word, “Mesopotamia” (a region referred to frequently in the Old Testament).  Harry was a slave.  The Methodists secured his freedom so that he could be devoted to the work of preaching.  He traveled throughout Virginia with Bishop Asbury as a fellow itinerant preacher and sometimes body guard, but he was not treated as a slave.  How was the work of the Methodist church in keeping with the scale and significance of Jesus mission as described in John 9:1-12? 
