Walking Under Water

John 4:5-15

I.  Introduction:  Water is a “miracle molecule”.

A.  Any water people here? 

B.  What happens when you spend the night on Tangier Is.?


C.  Does water bind people together?


D.  The people of the New Testament were desert dwellers; water was life!
II.  Water in the Bible

A.  Old Testament



1. Creation


2. The Flood



3. Droughts in Israel (Joseph)



4. Jacob- “Shechem”



5. The Parting of the Red Sea



6. The Exodus (Moses strikes a rock, bringing forth water)


B.  New Testament



1. John the Baptist baptized with the waters of the wilderness in order to open the eyes and hearts of the people. 


2. Jesus offered a new baptism with water and spirit that transforms lives and saves souls. 


3.  Peter, Andrew, James and John, were all called from the water to follow Jesus as his disciples. 


4.  Paul spent almost as much time being shipwrecked in heavy seas as he did sitting in Roman jail cells. 


5.  Blind men and lepers were healed when they faithfully followed Jesus’ directive to wash their ills away. 


6.  Jesus offers the gift of living water that will bring eternal life to all who accept the drink. 

III.   Conclusion:  What does “living water” do for us?

It brings together the richest and the poorest…the living and the dying…the lost and the found.  Remember your Baptism!
Monday

Please read John 4:5-15.  Do you remember your old chemistry classes?  Water is a universal solvent.  It has a way of dissolving (cleaning up) a lot of the messes we make in life.  What else is water good for?  Our bodies are 98% water.  Without H2O, we won’t last very long.  Now think about the difference that Christ makes in your life.  How is Jesus like H2O?  

Tuesday

Read Genesis 1:1-9 (Creation).  Also read Genesis 6:11-14 (The Flood).  Finally, read Exodus 14:21-23 (The Parting of The Red Sea).  In the Bible, water is key to the following: creation, purification, and deliverance.  Baptism reminds us that we belong to God.  It reminds us that God can purify us.  It reminds us that Jesus Christ can justify (save) us.  Do you see the connection with the water?  
Wednesday

Please read Matthew 3:1-6.  John’s baptism was one of repentance.  Repentance is a key element of the Christian faith.  When we repent of our sin a process of faith begins which includes justification and holy living.  If the Kingdom of God were like a home, repentance (asking Jesus to forgive our sin) is something like standing on the doorstep.  Justification (being saved) is going through the door.  Holiness (allowing God to continue to work) is exploring the home.  Ask God to help you grow in faith during Lent.  

Thursday 
We read about the woman at the well in John 4:5-15. Now that you have a little background from the studies on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, do you see what kind of an enormous gift Jesus is offering her?

Friday

Reflect today about the meaning of Baptism.  Many of us were baptized as infants, so we do not remember our baptism in the same was as one who was baptized as an adult.  However, we remember our baptism when the sacrament of Baptism is performed in the church.  When we see the infant being baptized (and recall the promises of God) we remember that which was done on our behalf as an infant.   
