Finding Real Adventure (Sermon Notes)
James 1:16-27

I.  Introduction:  Thrill Seeking and The Second Part of Life
II. Background:  The Book of James

A.  “The Most Practical Book” in The Bible

B.   Written for New Converts

C. Overcoming the Temptation to Revert

D. Application:  

“Life in secular society often tempts contemporary Christians to revert to their old lifestyle.  

III. Let God do The Leading

A.  Listen 
James 1:17-18 states “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of first-fruits of all he created.” 
B.   Act on What You Understand
James 1:22 states, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”

C.  You Will Be Blessed as You Act

James 1:25 states, “But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.”
IV. Conclusion:  Enjoy a God Given Adventure!

A life of following God is the best adventure imaginable. 

Finding Real Adventure (Study Guide)

James 1:16-27

Monday

Read this week’s theme verse James 1:16-27.  Take a moment to reflect on some of your greatest adventures in life.  Why were they so compelling?  What void were you trying to fill by seeking them out?  Prayer:  Ask God to reveal to you His purpose for  your life.

Tuesday

If you need a refresher, please read the theme passage again.  James is a very practical book.  Generally speaking, it is a reminder to new converts not to fall back into the life they knew prior to Christ.  Prayer:  Ask God to help keep you from “back-sliding”.
Wednesday
Focus on James 1:17-18 today.  For United Methodists, the Bible (word of God in the theme passage) is primary.  That is to say it is an essential part of our spiritual formation.  How does the word of God, give birth to something Godly in you?  Consider signing up for a Bible study through PVUMC this spring/ summer.

Thursday
Focus today on James 1:22.  What has your experience been with applying the word of God to your life?  Have you tried to act on what you have read or heard?  Sometimes a kind of holy boldness is required to do this.  However, if we never put into practice that which we believe, then what is the point of being a Christian?  Of course, one can only act based on one’s own understanding.    Prayer:  Ask God to increase your understanding.  Ask God to help you put your faith into action!

Friday 

Focus finally on James 1:25.  This passage claims that one will be blessed as one seeks to do God’s will.   This blessing is very complex.  Sometimes people want/ expect to be blessed in material ways.  It is never a good idea to place limits on the way that God might choose to bless you.  Sometimes God certainly does materially bless people.  At other times, the blessing may be an experience.  It may also be a spiritual blessing or a new way of understanding.  However God chooses to bless you, you will certainly find your life more interesting.  Consider how the adventure that God gives is different from thrill seeking.  Prayer:  Ask God to keep you open to the new adventures that he places in front of you.   

