Ordinary Saints (Sermon Notes)
Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14
1 John 3:1-3 
I.  What does it take to be a “saint?”
A. What is the “real deal” on sainthood?
1. Are our preconceived notions regarding “sainthood” accurate? 
2. As children of God are we not already “saints”? 
3. Sainthood is a reflection of God’s work in us.
B. Who are the “ordinary saints”?
1.  Those who allow God to work in and through them.

2. Those who honor their baptism.  

II. Ordinary saints are those who have:
A. …shared their possessions

B. …shared their time
C. …wanted to be a part of what God is doing in the world
D. …shown mercy 

E. …not loved the power plays of the world too much  

F. …tried to live the beatitudes even if they have paid a price for their integrity 

III. We can become saints too!
A.  We are already children of God.  (1 John 3:2)

B. They have “washed their robes in the blood of the lamb.”
C.   It is not clear what we shall yet become…(1 John 3:2)

D.  “When the saints come marching in,” we can be in their number. 
Ordinary Saints (Study Guide)
Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 John 3:1-3 
Monday
Please read Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14.  This is a depiction of the saints in heaven with God.  In the reading, a voice asks “Who are these people who are dressed in white robes”?  The answer given is, “they have washed their robes and made them white with the blood of the lamb.”  This image is about conversion.  According to this text, saints are those who have found salvation in Jesus Christ.

Tuesday

Please read Revelations 7:2-4.  In some religious traditions, 144,000 is thought to be the number of people in heaven.  However, if you look at 7:9-14 you’ll notice that the crowd of saints is such that “no one can count all the people”.  Also, verses 2-4 indicate that these are persons from the “twelve tribes of Israel”.  For all of these reasons, it does not seem that 144,000 is the literal number of people in heaven.

Wednesday

Please read 1 John 3:1-3.  In our baptismal liturgy, we say that the one being baptized (a child) has been initiated into the family of faith. Is that when you become a child of God?  Or, is it when you believe in Christ?  Some would say, you are a child of God even if you do neither of these things.  After all, God is sovereign over the earth whether one chooses to accept this belief or not.  Still, most Christian traditions would insist that both baptism and affirming the faith for oneself are crucial to becoming a child of God.  

Thursday

Reflect on 1 John 3:1-3 again.  How do you remind yourself that you are a child of God?  As you look in the mirror today, remind yourself that you are a child of God.    
Friday

Look at Revelations 7:9-14 again.  Apparently, the saints praise God forever.  Spend some time praising God as you go about your day.   

