4 Holy Habits

Sharing the Good News (sermon notes)
Matthew 28:16-20

Romans 15:7

I. Introduction:  “Go”

~ The word “go” is an action word, an energy word, a moti-vating word, a “get up and move” word.

II. Matthew 28:16-20: The Context

i.  Jesus was at the end of his earthly ministry. 

ii. Together, Jesus and the twelve disciples had gone through the Palm Sunday, the last supper, Good Friday, and the miracle of Easter.

iii. Then Jesus appeared with them for forty days and forty nights. 

iv. What were Jesus’ last words to his disciples? Go! 

III. The Purpose of The Church:  Disciple Making

IV. Who, Where, How, and Why? 
i. Who -- You
ii. Where-- Into the World
iii. How--FRAN’S 

iv. Why?--So that we might “extend the ministry of Jesus Christ to the world for the glory of God and the salvation of humanity.” (PVUMC strategic plan)

V. Conclusion

Sharing the Good News (study guide)

Monday

Please read Matthew 28:16-20.  Reflect on the context of this passage.  These are the last few sentences of the Gospel of St.  Matthew.  Does the fact that these were Jesus’ final words on earth give you a sense of urgency to make disciples?

Tuesday

Please read Romans 15:7.  What would it mean to take these words from Paul seriously, “welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you?” 

Wednesday

Read Matthew 28:16-20 again.  Jesus emphasizes that the disciples should “Go into the world”.  Many people are much more passive in their outreach.  How could you become more active?

Thursday

Focus today on the “Why” of outreach.  The rationale for authentic evangelism is simply a heartfelt desire for others to experience Jesus Christ.  Reflect for a moment on your “pre-Christian” days.  With Christ in your life, are you more hopeful, caring, and aware?  Do you not want others to experience the same thing?

Friday

Take a moment today and think about your own concrete strategy of outreach.  You might write down action items.  Ask God to empower you to invite a friend to church.  Ask God to help you find the words to share your own faith.  Ask God to help you to develop a posture of Christian outreach so that you might help “extend the ministry of Jesus Christ to the world for the glory of God and salvation of humanity.” (PVUMC strategic plan)    
